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@ A floating-point processor for a high perform- 
ance three dimensional graphics accelerator in 
a computer system is disclosed- The floating- 
point processor implements specialized 
graphics micro instructions. The specialized 
graphics micro instructions include a swap mi- 
cro instruction which causes a hardware re- 
mapping of general purpose register groups to 
sort triangle vertices. The specialized graphics 
micro Instructions also include specialized con- 
ditional branches for three dimensional 
geometry. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION: 

5 This invention relates to the field of computer graphics systems. More particularly, this invention relates 

to a floating-point processor for a high performance three dimensional graphics accelerator in a computer sys- 
tem. 

ART BACKGROUND : 

10 

A three dimensional graphics accelerator is a specialized graphics rendering subsystem for a computer 
system. Typically, an application program executing on a host processor of the computer system generates 
three dimensional geometry input data that defines three dimensional graphics elements for display on a dis- 
play device. The application program transfers the geometry input data from the host processor to the graphics 
15 accelerator, Thereafter, the graphics accelerator renders the corresponding graphics elements on the display 
device. 

Sn prior graphics accelerators, the three dimensional graphics functions of transformation, clip test, face 
determination, lighting, clipping, and screen space conversion are often performed by commercially available 
digital signal processing (DSP) chips. However, such DSP chips are not optimized for three dimensional com- 
20 puter graphics. 

For example, the fast access internal registers provided in a typical DSP chip are too few in number to 
accommodate the inner loops of most three dimensional graphics processing algorithms. As a consequence, 
on-chip data caches are employed to compensate for the limited number of internal registers, Moreover, DSP 
chips require an assortment of support chips to function in a multiprocessing environment Unfortunately, the 

25 addition of the support chips increases printed circuit board area for the graphics accelerator, increases system 
power consumption, increases heat generation, and increases system cost. 

As another example, three dimensional graphics functions often require sorting of three dimensional ver- 
tices according some criteria, A graphics accelerator employing DSP chips performs such sorting by physically 
transferring vertex data between internal registers or data cache locations. Unfortunately, the physical transfer 

30 of the vertex data is time consuming and causes a decrease in system performance. 

As a further example, the DSP chip in prior systems typically must perform input/output tasks for accessing 
geometry input parameters and delivering transformed results. The DSP chip performs the in put/output tasks 
in addition to the graphics function tasks. Unfortunately, the time spent by the DSP chip on the parameter in- 
put/output tasks is taken away from the graphics function tasks, thereby decreasing graphics processing per- 

35 formance. 

As will be described, the present invention is a floating-point processor for a high performance three di- 
mensional graphics accelerator sn a computer system that provides specialized graphics micro instructions and 
hardware features for improving graphics accelerator performance while minimizing graphics accelerator 
costs. 

40 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A floating-point processor for a high performance three dimensional graphics accelerator in a computer 
system is disclosed. The floating-point processor comprises an input circuit, an output circuit, a register file 

45 circuit, a control circuit, a set of functional units, and a control store interface circuit 

The input circuit implements a double buffer input register file. The input circuit receives-reformatted ge- 
ometry packets over a command to floating-point bus from a command preprocessor, and buffers the refor- 
matted geometry packet. The output circuit implements a double buffer output register file, The output circuit 
buffers draw packets, and broadcasts the draw packets over a command to draw bus to a set of draw proc- 

5Q essors. The register file circuit contains a genera! purpose register file including a first register group, a second 
register group and a third register group. 

The control sequencer assembles the draw packets into the output register file by reading a plurality of 
specialized graphics micro instructions from a control store, and executing the specialized graphics micro in- 
structions using a set of function units, The specialized graphics micro instructions comprise a floating-point 

55 compare micro instruction and a swap micro instruction. The swap micro instruction causes the register file 
circuit to rearrange a register map for the first, second, and third register groups according to a series of result 
flags corresponding to the floating-point compare micro instruction, such that a set of vertex values stored In 
the first, second, and third register groups are sorted in a predefined order. 
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The function units comprise a floating-point multiplier circuit, a floating point arithmetic logic unit circuit, 
a reciprocal circuit, and an integer arithmetic logic unit circuit a reciprocal circuit, and a reciprocal square-root 
circuit. The general purpose register file comprises a predetermined number of genera! purpose registers, such 
that the predetermined number of general purpose registers provides data storage for the inner loops of three 
5 dimensional graphics processing algorithms. 

The specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a clip test micro Instruction. The dip test mi- 
cro instruction compares a point to one or two clip planes according to a clip-mode bit of a state-bits register, 
and shifts one or two result bits into a clip bits register The specialized graphics micro instructions further 
comprise a plurality of geometry conditional branch instructions. Each geometry conditional branch instruction 
10 determines a branch condition according to the contents of the clip bits register 

The specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a micro instruction for converting a floating- 
point value to an integer value, a micro instruction for converting the Integer value to the floating-point value, 
and a micro instruction for determining an absolute value of a data value. The specialized graphics micro in- 
structions further comprise a floating-point reciprocal micro instruction, a reciprocal square-root micro-insfcruc- 
15 tion, a saturating add (Q\1) micro instruction, and a block load instruction and a block store instruction for per- 
forming data block transfers between the control store and the genera! purpose register file. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION QF THE DRAWINGS 

20 Figure 1 is a block diagram of a computer system including a host processor, a memory subsystem, a 

graphics accelerator, and a display device. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram of the graphics accelerator, which Is comprised of a command preprocessor, 
a set of floating-point processors, a set of draw processors, a frame buffer, a post- processor, and a random 
access memory/digital-to-analog converter (RAMDAC). 
25 Figure 3 is a block diagram of a floating-point processor section, including a control store (CS), an input 

circuit, an output circuit, a registerf lie, a set of functional units, a control circuit, and an SRAM interface circuit. 

Figure 4 illustrates the functional units and the data paths for the floating-point processor, wherein the 
data paths comprise three source buses (an A bus, a B bus, and a C bus) and one destination bus (a D bus), 
Figure 5 illustrates the register mapping of the I registers of the input circuit, the O registers of the output 
30 circuit, and the R registers and the P registers of the register file. 

Figure 8 illustrates the microcode instruction formats for the floating point processorfor one embodiment. 
Figures 7a - 7b illustrate the format of a dip_test micro instruction which compares a point to one or two 
clip planes, and shifts one or two result bits from the comparison into the clipjslts register. 

Figures 8a - 8b illustrate the format of unary FALU micro instructions implemented in the floating-point 
35 processor. 

Figure 9 illustrates the format of floating-point reciprocal micro instructions which perform a floating-point 
reciprocal operation on the contents of the B bus. 

Figures 10a - 10b illustrate the format of block load micro Instructions and the mapping of the RS and 
RE values of the block load micro instruction to the P registers, the R registers, and the O registers. 
40 Figures 1Qc - lOd illustrate the format of block store micro instructions and the mapping of the RS and 

RE values of the block store micro instruction to the P registers, the R registers, and the O registers, 

Figures 11a - 11b illustrate the format of specialized geometry branch micro instructions implemented in 
the floating-point processor that provide Individual tests of conditions and combinations for commonly occur- 
ring conditions. 

45 Figure 12a illustrates the state bits register which contains assortment of special condition bits. 

Figure 12b illustrates the vertex compare sort results stored in the swapjrr field of the state bits register 
for ail possible y coordinate orderings. 

Figure 12c illustrates the remapping of the group 1 - 3 R registers corresponding to the contents of the 
swap_rr field. 

so Figures 13a - 13d illustrate the organization of the clip bits register and the motion of a shift operation 

that occurs when the clip_test instruction is executed. 

Figures 14- 14b illustrate the modify state bits micro instruction, which updates selected bits in state_bits 
register 

Figures 15 - 15b illustrate the load miscellaneous registers micro instruction, which ioads the non register 
55 file registers from dynamic results. 

Figures 16 - 16b illustrate the modify control and mode bits micro instruction, which updates selected 
bits in the state_bits register, and causes initiation of certain control actions. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A high performance three dimensional graphics accelerator in a computer system is disclosed. In the fol- 
lowing description for purposes of explanation specific applications, numbers, apparatus, configurations and 

5 circuits are set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. However, it will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced without these specific details, In 
other instances well known systems are shown in diagrammatical or block diagram form in order not to obscure 
the present invention unnecessarily. 

Referring now to Figure 1, a block diagram of a computer system is shown, including a host processor 20, 

10 a memory subsystem 22, a graphics accelerator 24, and a display device 28. The host processor 20, the mem- 
ory subsystem 22, and the graphics accelerator 24 are each coupled for communication over a host bus 28. 

The display device 28 represents a wide variety of raster display monitors. The host processor 20 repre- 
sents a wide variety of computer processors and CPUs, and the memory subsystem 22 represents a wide va- 
riety of memory subsystems including random access memories and mass storage devices. The host bus 28 

15 represents a wide variety of communication or host computer busses for communication between host proc- 
essors, CPUs, and memory subsystems, as well as specialized subsystems. 

The host processor 20 transfers information to and from the graphics accelerator 24 according to a pro- 
grammed input/output (I/O) protocol over the host bus 28. Also, the graphics accelerator 24 accesses the mem- 
ory subsystem 22 according to a direct memory access (DMA) protocol 

20 A graphics application program executing on the host processor 20 generates geometry data arrays con- 

taining three dimensional geometry information that define an image for display on the display device 26. The 
host processor 20 transfers the geometry data arrays to the memory subsystem 22. Thereafter, the graphics 
accelerator 24 reads in geometry data arrays using DMA access cycles over the host bus 28. Alternatively, 
the host processor 20 transfers the geometry data arrays to the graphics accelerator 24 with programmed I/O 

25 over the host bus 28, 

The three dimensional geometry Information in the geometry data arrays comprises a stream of input ver- 
tex packets containing vertex coordinates (vertices), and other information that defines triangles, vectors and 
points in a three dimensional space. Each input vertex packet may contain any combination of three dimen- 
sional vertex information, including vertex normal, vertex color, facet normal, facet color, texture map coordin- 

30 ates, pick- id's, headers and other information. 

A headerless input vertex packet may define a triangle strip in the form of a "zig zag" pattern of adjacent 
triangles, A headerless input vertex packet may also define a triangle strip in the form of a "star strip" pattern 
of triangles. In addition, a headerless input vertex packet may define an isolated triangle. A input vertex packet 
having a header may change triangle strip formats for each triangie and change between "zig zag" format, 

35 "star" format, and isolated triangles. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram of the graphics accelerator 24. The graphics accelerator 24 is comprised of a 
command preprocessor 30, a set of floating-point processors 40-43, a set of draw processors 50-54, a frame 
buffer 100, a post-processor 70 and a random access memory/digital-to-analog converter (RAMDAC) 72. The 
RAM DA C 72 is similar to commercially available RAMDACs that implement look-up table functions. For one 

40 embodiment the command preprocessor 30, the floating-point processors 40-43, the draw processors 50-54, 
and the post-processor 70 are each individual integrated circuit chips. 

The command preprocessor 30 is coupled for communication over the host bus 28. The command prepro- 
cessor 30 performs DMA reads of the geometry data arrays from the memory subsystem 22 over the host 
bus 28. The host processor 20 transfers virtual memory pointers to the command preprocessor 30. The virtual 

45 memory pointers point to the geometry data arrays In the memory subsystem 22, The command preprocessor 
30 converts the virtual memory pointers to physical memory addre$s$s for performing the DMA reads to the 
memory subsystem 22 without intervention from the host processor 20. 

The command preprocessor 30 receives a stream of input vertex packets from the geometry data arrays, 
and reorders the information contained within the input vertex packets. The command preprocessor 30 reor- 

50 ders the information from each input vertex packet into reformat ted; vertex packets having a standardized ele- 
ment order. 

The command preprocessor 30 converts the information in each input vertex packet from differing number 
formats into the 32 bit SEEE floating-point number format. The command preprocessor 30 converts 8 bit fixed- 
point numbers, 16 bit fixed-point numbers, and 32 bit or 64 bit IEEE fbatjng-point numbers. 
55 The command preprocessor 30 reformats header fields, inserts constants, and generates sequential pick- 

id's. The command preprocessor 30 examines the chaining bits of the header and reassembles the information 
from the input vertex packets into the reformatted vertex packets containing completely Isolated geometry 
primitives including points, lines and triangles. 
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The command preprocessor 30 transfers the reformatted vertex packets over a command-to-floating- point 
bu3(CF-BU3)S2toone of the floating-point processors 40-43. The command preprocessor 30 receives control 
and status signals from the floating-point processors 40-43 over a control portion of the CF_BUS 82, The con- 
trol and status signals indicate the availability of input buffers within the floating-point processors 40-43 for 
5 receiving the reformatted vertex packets. The command preprocessor 30 may also bypass the floating-point 
processors 40-43 and transfer direct port packets over a command-to-draw bus (CD-BUS) 80 to the draw proc- 
essors 50-64. 

The floating-point processors 40-43 are each substantially similar. Each floating-point processor 40-43 
Implements a 32 bit micro-code driven floating-point core, along with parallel input and output packet commu- 
te nication hardware, Each of the floating-point processors 40-43 implements floating-point functions including 
multiply, ALU, reciprocal, reciprocal square-root and integer operations. Each floating-point processor 40-43 
implements a wide assortment of specialized graphics instructions and features. Each floating-point processor 
40-43 Is optimized to implement the number of fast Internal registers required to perform the largest common 
three dimensional graphics processing micro-code inner loop implemented by the graphics accelerator 24. 
15 For one embodiment, each floating-point processor 40-43 is implemented on a single integrated circuit 

chip. The only support chips required for each floating-point processor 40-43 is a set of four external SRAM 
chips that provide an external micro-code in a control store (CS). 

Each floating-point processor 40-43 implements a function for setting up triangles for scan conversion by 
the draw processors 50-54. The setup function includes the step of sorting the three vertices of a triangle in 
20 ascending y order. Each floating-point processors 40-43 broadcasts draw packets to ail of the draw processors 
50-54 over the CD-BUS 80. The draw packets comprises final geometry primitives, including triangles, points 
and lines. 

The draw processors 50-54 function as VRAM control chips for the frame buffer 1 00, The draw processors 
50-54 concurrently render an image into the frame buffer 100 according to an draw packet received from one 
25 of the floating-point processors 40-43 or according to a direct port packet received from the command prepro- 
cessor 30. 

Each draw processor 50-54 performs the scan conversion functions of edgewalking function and scan In- 
terpolation. The replication of the edgewalking and scan interpolation functions among the draw processors 
50-54 obviates the need for large scale communication pathways between separate edgewalking and scan 

30 interpolation processors, thereby minimizing the pin counts of each of the draw processors 50-54 and decreas- 
ing printed circuit board space requirements. 

The frame buffer 100 is arranged as a set of 5 VRAM interleave banks. The draw processor 50 writes pixel 
data into an interleave bank_0 61, the draw processor 51 writes pixel data into an interleave bankjt 82, the 
draw processor 52 writes pixel data into an interleave bank_2 83, the draw processor 53 writes pixel data into 

35 an interleave bank_3 64 5 the draw processor 54 writes pixel data into an interleave bank__4 85. 

Each draw processor 50-54 renders only the pixels visible within the corresponding interleave bank 61- 
65. The draw processors 50-54 concurrently render the triangle primitive defined by an draw packet to produce 
the correct combined rasterized image in the frame buffer 100. Each draw processor 50-54 rasterizes every 
fifth pixel along each scan line of the finai rasterized image. Each draw processor 50-54 starts a scan line 

to biased by 0, 1 s 2, 3, or 4 pixel spaces to the right. 

Each draw processor 50-54 optionally performs depth cueing. Each pixel of a triangle, vector or dot ren- 
dered may be depth cued within the draw processors 50-54 without the performance penalty of prior graphics 
systems that perform depth cueing in floating-point processors. Each draw processor 50-54 optionally per- 
forms rectangular window dipping, blending and other pixel processing functions. 

45 The post-processor 70 receives interleaved pixel data from the frame buffer 100 over the video bus 84. 

The post-processor 70 performs rectangular window clipping, blending and other pixel post processing func- 
tions, as well as color look-up table and cursor functions, The RAMDAC 72 converts the pixel data received 
from the post-processor 70 into video signals 73 for the display device 26, 

Figure 3 is a block diagram of the floating-point processor section 45, which includes the floating-point 

50 processor 40 and a control store (CS) 149. The floating-point processor 40 is comprised of an input circuit 141, 
an output circuit 145, a register file 142, a set of functional units 143, a control circuit 144, and a SRAM interface 
circuit 146. 

The floating-point processor 40 receives the reformatted vertex packets over a data portion 181 of the 
GF-BUS 82. The command preprocessor 30 transfers control signals over a control portion 1 32 of the CF-BUS 
55 82 to enabie and disable the input buffer 141. 

The output circuit 145 transfers draw packets over a data portion 183 of the CD-BUS 80. The output circuit 
145 also transfers control signals over a control portion 184 of the CD-BUS 80 to synchronize data transfer 
to the draw processors 50-54 and to coordinate bus activity on the CD-BUS 80 with the command preprocessor 
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30. 

The input circuit 141 contains a set of registers arranged as a pair of 32 register fiies in a double buffered 
fashion. Similarly, the output circuit 145 contains a set of registers arranged as a pair of 32 register double 
buffered register files, 

5 For one embodiment, the register file 142 is a muitiport register file comprised of one hundred and sixty 

32 bit registers. The register file 1 42 provides enough high speed on-chip data storage for the constants, para- 
meters, and working variables required for the common inner loop for processing of dot, vector, and triangle 
commands. 

The SRAM interface 146 communicates with a control store (CS) 149 over a control store address bus 

10 147 in a control store data bus 148. For one embodiment the control store address bus 147 is 17 bits wide 
and the control store data bus 148 is 32 bits wide. The controi store 149 is comprised of four 128k by eight bit 
SRAMs. The floating point processor 40 accesses the microcode in the CS 149 through the SRAM interface 
circuit 146 without requiring extra glue logic. 

The control circuit 144 implements a control sequencer for fetching and executing micro-code instructions 

15 from the CS 149. The control sequencer is decoupled from transfers into the input circuit 141 and transfers 
out of the output circuit 145, The registers in the input circuit 141 and the output circuit 145 are arranged as 
automatically sequenced FIFOs. 

The micro-code executing on the floating-point processor 40 accesses the registers of the input circuit 141 
and the output circuit 145 as special register files. The instruction set for the floating-point processors 40 in- 

20 eludes commands for requesting and for relinquishing the register files, as well as commands for queuing the 
transmission completed data packets over the CD-BUS 30. 

The function units 143 implement a parallel floating-point multiplier, a parallel floating-point ALU, a parallel 
floating-point iterative reciprocal circuit, a reciprocal square-root circuitry, and a parallel Integer ALU, The float- 
ing point processors 40 implements 32-bit internal floating point operations. The floating-point processor 40 

25 has an internal subroutine stack, 

The floating-point processors 40 implements the triangle setup function for scan conversion by the draw 
processors 50-54. The first stage of the triangle setup function sorts the three vertices of a triangle in ascend- 
ing y order The floating-point processor 40 implements a special instruction that reorders a section of a register 
file 142 in hardware based upon the results of the last three comparisons of the y coordinates of the vertices. 

30 A dip testing function implemented in the floating-point processors 40 computes a vector of clip condition 
bits. The floating-point processor 40-43 implements a special clip test instruction that computes pairs of the 
clip condition bits, while shifting the clip condition bits into a special clip register. After the dip condition bits 
have been computed, special branch instructions decode the dip condition bits contained in the clip register 
into the appropriate clip condition. The floating-point processor 40 implements separate branch instructions 

35 for clipping triangles and vectors. The special branch instructions enable testing of multiple dip conditions with- 
in the same instruction. 

The floating point processors 40 implements floating-point to fixed-point and fixed-point to floating-point 
conversion instructions, integer bit-field extraction and insertion instructions, and barrel shift and merge in- 
structions. The floating point processors 40 implements block load/store instructions for transfers to the CS 

40 149, as well as integer functions. 

Figure 4 illustrates the functional units and the data paths for the floating-point processor 40. The data 
paths comprise three source buses (an A bus 220, a B bus 222, and a C bus 224) and one destination bus (a 
D bus 228), The functional unit comprises a floating point multiplier (FMUL) 200, an integer arithmetic logic 
unit (IALU) 204, a floating-point arithmetic logic unit (FALU) 208, and a reciprocal circuit 202. Also shown is 

45 the logical arrangement of the internal registers in the input circuit 1 41 and the output circuit 145 and the register 
file 142, The internal registers are arranged into four register groups: I registers, O registers, R registers, and 
P registers. 

Fsgure 5 illustrates the register mapping of the I registers, the O registers, the R registers, and the P reg- 
isters. The I registers correspond to the 64 registers in the input circuit 141 , and are arranged as a pair of dou- 
5Q bied buffered 32 entry register fiies. The O registers correspond to the 64 registers in the output circuit 145, 
and are arranged as a pair of doubled buffered 32 entry register files. The R and P registers are contained in 
the register file 142, and are single buffered. There are 64 R registers and 96 P registers. 

The I registers hold input parameters for a reformatted vertex packet received over the CF_BUS 82, At 
any one time, one bank of the I registers are available for access by the micro-code, while the remaining bank 
55 of the I registers are used as an input FIFO for a next reformatted vertex packet transferred over the CF J3U 5 
82. The available I registers are referenced as registers 10 to 131. 

When accessing a next I register bank, the controi sequencer waits if a next reformatted vertex packet is 
not fully assembled in the alternate § register bank. The control sequencer can release an I register bank after 
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the corresponding reformatted vertex packet has been accessed, even before the corresponding command 
processing Is complete, 

The command operational code of a reformatted vertex packet Is contained In the least significant five to 
nine bits of IG. The floating-point processor 40 implements a special command decode instruction that auto- 
5 matically dispatches to a micro-code jump table based upon the least significant five to nine bits of IG, 

The O registers hold the draw packets for transfer over the CD„BU3 80. At any one time, one bank of the 
O registers are available for access by the micro-code, while the remaining bank of the O registers are used 
as an output buffer for a next draw packet The available O registers are referenced as registers O0 to 031 

A bank of the O registers hold draw packets having up to 32 parameters. The output circuit 145 transfers 
w the draw packets from the O registers over the FD„BU3 SO. When accessing a next 0 register bank, the control 
sequencer waits untii the previous draw packet has drained from the alternate O register bank. The control 
sequencer can request an O register bank in the middle of processing a reformatted geometry packet to allow 
extra time for the output circuit 145 to drain the O register bank, 

The R registers are general purpose registers. The P registers are used for floating-point multiplication 
15 constants such as viewing matrices, screen coordinate conversions, etc. The second and third groups of the 
P registers are used as general temporaries, as well as additional multiplication constants, 

The clip__bits register is a 32 bit clip status register The cilp_biis register contains condition codes corre- 
sponding to the clip status of a triangle, vector or dot. The contents of the ciip_bits register are updated one 
or two bits at a time by the clip-test instruction. The contents of the dipj>its register are tested by an assort- 
20 ment of specialized branch instructions. 

The state_bits register is a 32 bit condition code and status register, The state_bits register contains an 
assortment of specialized flags and state bits. The contents of the state_bits register are affected by a number 
of instructions, and are explicitly set by a pair of state update instructions. 

The PC register is the 16 bit program counter. The PC stack is a hardware stack of eight 16 bit program 
25 counters for subroutine call/return, 

Figure 8 illustrates the microcode instruction formats for the floating point processor 40 for one embodi- 
ment. The microcode instruction is 32 bits wide, and is divided into five general field types: op-code field, con- 
trol field, a register destination D for multiply/add field, a register source C for add field, a register source 8 
for multiply field, and a register source A for multiply field. 
30 The A bus 220 provides on input path to the FMUL 200, an input to the \ALU 204, and a multiplexed input 

path to the FALU 206. The A-bus field of a micro-instruction specifies the source for data transferred over the 
A bus 220. The A-bus field indicates R registers R0 through R63, and P registers PQ through P63, 

The B bus 222 is another input path to the FMUL 200, the only input path to a reciprocal circuit 202, and 
another input path to the IALU 204. The B-bus f ieid of a micro-instruction specifies the source for data trans- 
35 ferred over the B bus 202. The B-bus field indicates R registers R0 through R63 or R registers R0 through 
R31, and I registers SO through 131, as specified by mode bits set within the state bits register. 

The C bus 224 is another input path to the FALU 206. The C-bus field of a micro-instruction specifies the 
source for data transferred over the C bus 224, The C-bus field indicates R registers R0 through R63, inde- 
pendent of any mode specified by the state bits register. 
4G The D bus 226 is the output data path from the functional units of the floating-point processor 40. The D 

bus 226 carries the outputs from either the FMUL 200, the FALU 206, or in some instructions, the IALU 204 
or the reciprocal circuit 202 according to the DS field of the micro instruction. The D-bus field of a micro-in- 
struction specifies the destination for data transferred over the D bus 226, The D-bus field indicates R registers 
R0 through R63, O registers O0 through 031, or P registers P0 through P31 or P registers P32 through P63 f 
45 as specified by mode bits set within the state_bits register. 

The AS field of a micro instruction determines the source data for one input to the FALU 206. The AS field 
selects either the data transferred over the A bus 220 or the B bus 222. The AS f ieid provides the selection 
control for a multiplexer 232. 

The DS field of a micro instruction determines the source for data transferred over the D bus 226. The DS 
5G field selects either the output of the FMUL 200, the output of the FALU 206, the output of the [ALU 204, or the 
output of the reciprocal circuit 202. The DS field provides the selection control for a multiplexer 230. 

The minor op field of a micro instruction specifies a particular instruction within a specific instruction 
group, The size and position of the minor op field varies with the instruction group, 

Figures 7a ~ 7b illustrate the format of a ciip_iest micro instruction implemented in the floating-point proc- 
55 essor 40. The clip_iest micro instruction compares a point to one or two clip planes, and shifts one or two 
result bits from the comparison into the clip_bits register. A clip_mode bit in the state_bits register determines 
whether to compare the point against one or two dip pianes. 

If clip_mode bit in the slate_bits register is zero, the contents of the clip_bits register are shifted left two 
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bits, and the two condition bits shown in Figure 7b are copied into bit positions one and zero. If clip_mode is 
one, the contents of the dip_bits register are shifted ieft by one bit, and the condition bit shown in Figure 7b 
is copied into bit position zero. The FALU 206 condition code bits for c!ip_test represent the comparison of 
fabs([a bus]) or fabs {[m out]) with fabs {[c bus]), where Tabs is the floating-point absolute value, and where m 
5 out is the output of the multiplexer 232. 

Figures 8a - 8b illustrate the format of unary FALU micro instructions implemented in the floating-point 
processor 40. The FALU condition code bits for fabs represent the comparison of fa-bus] or [rn-out] with zero. 

Figure 9 illustrates the format of floating-point reciprocal micro Instructions implemented In the floating- 
point processor 40. The reciprocal micro instructions perform a floating-point reciprocal operation on the con- 
to tents of the B bus 222. The result of the reciprocal operation is available nine cycles later and is valid until a 
replaced by a subsequent reciprocal result. A subsequent reciprocal operation may be started every eight cy- 
cles without replacing the results of the previous reciprocal instruction. 

Figure 10a illustrates the format of block load micro instructions implemented in the floating-point proc- 
essor 40, The block load micro instructions specify block load operations into the P registers, the R registers, 
15 and the O registers from the CS 49. The block load micro instruction can block load from 1 to 192 registers in 
one operation. 

The block load micro instruction specifies a block load from the CS 49 location (RjYaHoffset) to registers 
R[rs] - R[rej. Figure 10b illustrates the mapping of the RS and RE values of the block load micro instruction 
to the P registers, the R registers, and the O registers of the floating point processor 40. 
20 Figure 10c illustrates the format of block store micro instructions implemented in the floating-point proc- 

essor 40. The block store micro instructions specify block store operations from the P registers, the R registers, 
and the O registers to the CS 49. The block store micro instruction can block store from 1 to 192 registers in 
one operation. 

The block store micro instruction specifies a block store from registers R[rs] - R[re] to the CS 49 location 
25 (R[raj+offset}. Figure 1 0d illustrates the mapping of the RS and RE values of the block store micro instruction 
to the P registers, the R registers, and the O registers of the floating point processor 40. 

Figures 11a - 11b illustrate the format of specialized geometry branch micro instructions implemented in 
the floating-point processor 40. The specialized geometry branch micro instructions provide individual tests 
of conditions and combinations for commonly occurring conditions, The geometry_mode register determines 
30 whether one, two, or three vertices in the clip__biis register are used to determine the branch condition. 

The conditional branch micro Instructions implemented in the floating-point processor 40 test one of sev- 
eral specified conditions. If the specified branch condition is true, a delayed branch is initiated to an absolute 
1 6 bit address specified within the conditional branch micro instruction, The next sequential micro instruction 
following the conditional branch micro instruction executes unconditionally. The flow of micro instruction exe- 
35 cution changes at the next micro instruction, which Is the micro instruction located at the absolute target of 
the conditional branch micro instruction. 

The branch condition bits and the 18 bit destination address in a micro instruction overtake the bits used 
to specify the A, B, and C buses in the arithmetic micro Instructions. Nevertheless, the D bus specification 
and the two DS source selection bits remain in in© conditional branch micro instructions. Thus on the same 
40 micro instruction cycle for execution of the conditional branch micro instruction, a store from any of the four 
D bus sources (the FALU 208, the FMUL200, the reciprocal circuit202 ( and the SALU 204) can occur in parallel, 
thereby emptying the pipeline during a possible change in micro instruction flow. 

The geometry branch micro instructions implemented on the floating-point processor 40 employ the in- 
termediate conditional values for primitive trivial reject (ptr) and primitive out code (poc). The geometry_mode 
45 field of the staie bits register determines the calculation of the ptr and poc[5:0], 

A 3D dot may be trivially rejected in NPC space if outside of any dip plane. Such a condition, is described 
in terms of a boolean equation formed from bits from the clip^bits register 



geometry_xnode dot: 

ptr = xpvvl I xrnw 
ypwl S ymwl 

55 

Zpwl I ZiTTlWl 



8 



EP 0 627 682 A1 



A 3D vector may be trivially rejected in NPC space if both vertices are outside at ieast one (the same one) 
dip piane. Such a condition described in terms of a boolean equation formed from bits from the clipjaits reg- 
ister: 



geometry_mode — vector: 

ptr = (xpwl && xpw2) \ (xmwl xmw2) I 

(ypwl && ypw2) I (ymwl && ymw2) I 

(zpvvl && zpw2) I (zmwl zmw2) 

A 3D triangle may be trivially rejected in NPC space if aii three vertices are outside at ieast one (the same 
one) clip plane. Such a condition is described in terms of a boolean equation formed from bits from the clfpj)its 
register: 

geometry „mode ~- triangle: 
ptr = (xpwl && xpw2 hh xpw3) I (xmwl && xmw2 xmw3) I 
(ypwl && ypw2 && ypw3) \ (ymwl && ymw2 && ymw3) i 
(zpvvl && zpw2 && zpw3) ! (zmwl && zmw2 && zmw3) 



The poc is formed by a boolean equation of bits from the clip_bits register: 



geometry„moc!e == Dot: 

poc[0] = xpwl 

poc[l] = xmwl 

poc [2] = ypwl 

poc[3] = ymwl 

poc[4] = zpwl 

poc[5] = zmwl 
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geometry^mocie == Vector: 





poc[0] 


xpwl 


1 xpw2 




poc[l] 


xmwl 


1 xmw2 




poc[2] 


ypvvl 


1 ypw3 




poc[3] 


ymwi 


1 ymw2 




poc[4] 


zpvvl 


1 zpw2 




poc [5] = 




1 : zmw2 


geometry,, 


jnode - Triangle: 






poc[0] 


~ xpgwl 1 


xpgw2 


1 x Pgw3 


poc[l] 


= xmgwl 1 


xmgw2 


1 xrngw3 


poc[2] 


ypgwl 1 


ypgw2 


i ypgw3 


poc[3] 


ymgwl 1 


ymgw2 


1 ymgw3 


poc[4j 


= zpwi \ 


zpw2 


1 zpw3 


poc[5] 


~ zmwl ! 


zmw2 


1 2mw3 



The boolean equation for determining whether a primitive is not outside (pno) the outer clip bounds is a 
NOR of the six poc bits: 

pno = !(poc[0] | poc[1] | poc[2] | poc[3] | poc[4] | poc[5j) 
The equation for determining whether a primitive is outside of more than one of the outer dip bounds, a,k.a. 
multi-plane clip (rnpc), is a count of the six poc bits: 

mpc = count (pocfij) > 1 
Given the intermediate values defined above and several state bits, the geometry branch conditions for 
the geometry branch instructions are defined below. 

Branch if any portion of the primitive is outside of the positive x dip piane. 
Geometry Branch Positive X 
gbpx = pocfOj 

Branch if any portion of the primitive is outside of the negative x dip piane. 
Geometry Branch Minus X 
gbrnx = poc[1] 

Branch if any portion of the primitive is outside of the positive y dip piane. 
Geometry Branch Positive Y 
gbpy = poc[2] 

Branch if any portion of the primitive is outsids of the negative y dip plane, 
Geometry Branch Minus Y 
gbmy = poc[3] 

Branch if any portion of the primitive Is outside of the positive z dip piane. 
Geometry Branch Positive Z 
gbpz = poc[4j 

Branch if any portion of the primitive is outside of the negative z clip plane. 
Geometry Branch Minus Z 
gbmz = poc[5] 

Branch if the primitive can be trivially rejected. A primitive can be trivially rejected if entirely outside of any 
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dip plane. 

Geometry Branch Clip Trivial Reject 
gbctr = ptr 

Branch if the primitive cannot be trivially accepted, A primitive cannot be trivially accepted if any portion 
5 lies outside of any clip plane, or if modeLclipping is enabled. 
Geometry Branch Not Trivial Accept 
gbnta = !pno i mode!__C!!pping_enabled 
Branch if the primitive must be clipped against more than one clip plane or if model clipping is enabled. 
Geometry Branch Not Single Edge Clip 
10 gbnsec = mpc I model_clipping_enabied 

Branch if the face of the primitive being processed Is to be rejected or if the primitive can be trivially re- 
jected. This branch checks the current face of the primitive against both the front_face_reject and 
back_face_reject bits in the state_bits registers, if the rejection bit for the current face is set, then the branch 
is taken. When a certain face {direction) of the primitive should not be seen, a command is sent to the fioating- 
15 point processor 40 to set the rejection bit for that particular face (front or back reject). Thereafter, when the 
primitive is processed, the microcode checks the rejection bits to determine whether to reject the primitive and 
get another primitive, or continue processing the current primitive. 

Geometry Branch Wrong Face Reject 

2G 

gbwfr ~ (rejecLbackJ'ace && face„we___gol) I 
(rejecLfront_iace && !face_we_got) i 

25 

Branch if model clipping is enabled. 

Geometry Branch Model Clipping Enabled 
gbmce - modei_ciipplng_enabled 
Branch if correct face material is not installed or if primitive face should be rejected or if primitive should 
3G be trivially rejected. A command Is sent to the floating-point processor 40 to employ the back props. The float- 
ing-point processor 40 microcode sets the us8_back_props bit in the state_bits register. Thereafter, material 
properties for the front and backfaces followed by some primitives are transferred to the floating-point proc- 
essor 40. Thereafter, when one of the primitive faces does not match the iast face that was processed, the 
microcode changes the material properties to process the primitive when this branch is taken. This branch is 
35 also used as another check for wrong face reject or for trivial reject, 

Geometry Branch Not Correct Material Installed 
gbncmi » (use_back_props 

40 

(mat„jace_installed != face_we_got)) I 
{rejeci_back_face face_we_got) I 
45 (rejecLfront_face !face__we_got) ! ptr 



Branch if back face material is installed. This branch is used after the floating-point processor40 microcode 
has installed the back face materials on the previous primitive or in the initialization of the primitive, and the 
so useJ>ack__props bit has been set in the state_bits register This branch Is used to decide whether the normals 
are negated when transformed. 

Geometry Branch Back Face Installed 

gbbfi - use__back__props && maijacejnstalled 
Branch if using back properties and back face. This branch is taken when back face materials are to be 
55 used for the lighting calculations. The floating-point processor 40 microcode Installs the back face materials 
needed for calculating the lights that are applied to the primitive. 
Geometry Branch Use Back Face 

gbubf = face„we__got && use__backj>rops 
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Branch if back face, This branch is used to determine transformation of the normals, if the incoming prim- 
itive has front facing normals, the normals are transformed, If the incoming primitive has back facing normals, 
the normais need to be transformed and inverted before applying the lighting model to the primitive. 
Geometry Branch Back Face 
5 gbbf = face we., got 

Branch if the dip-pending bit in the state_bits register Is set. 
Geometry Branch Clip_pending Set 
gbcps = clip_pendlng 
Figure 12a illustrates the state bits register which contains assortment of special condition bits. The two 
1G bit geometry_mode field determines use of the clip_bits register to calculate geometry branch conditions. The 
two bit geornetryjTiGde field also affects loading of the swapjr bits. The two geometry_mode bits specify 
either dots, vectors, or triangles, The ciip_mode bit determines whether clip_test instruction dips to one or 
two planes. 

Model clipping may be included in the clip pipe. To allow common code to be used for fast execution when 
15 model clipping is not enabled, a special conditional bit, modeLclipping_enabled is included in the state bits 
register. The state of modei_clipping_enabled is tested by a special branch instruction. 

The state bits register provides two "face rejection bits" (reject back faces and reject front faces) to specify 
three possible modes of "face rejectance"; reject back, reject front, and reject none. These bits are set by a 
modify state bits micro instruction. The default setting of the bits to zero allows both front and back faces to 
2G be accepted. Setting just one or the other allows back or front face rejection. 

The face_we_got bit of the state bits register indicates dynamically the current face, A setting of 0 indicates 
the front face, a setting of 1 indicates the back face. The face__we__got bit is set by the modify state bits micro 
instruction. 

The state bits described above enables trivial dip rejection and wrong face rejection control flow branching 
25 to take place with one spedai branch instruction. The special branch instruction determines the conditions from 
the 30 dip bits, two face rejectance bits, and one face_we_got bit 

Some geometry formats allow the two sides of a surface to have different surface properties and degrees 
of lighting, and both sides to share the same properties. Typically, a triangle strip has a sequence of triangles 
facing the same direction, and then turn over to show the other side. Two bits in the state bits register enable 
30 properties and lighting assumptions to be cached. The use_back_props bit if 0 indicates use the cached values 
which are for the front face. When ii$e_back_props is 1, the mat_facejnstaiSed indicates the side of the ma- 
terial currently installed (0 for front, 1 for back). 

The outputjen and output__dst fields of the state bits register specifies a length and a destination for trans- 
fer of the draw packet from the O registers by the output circuit 145. The outputjen field indicates the length 
35 of the draw packet. The outputjist bit specifies either the draw processors 50 54 or the command preprocessor 
30 as the destination of the draw packet, 

The swap fields of the state bits register bits enable remapping, or swapping, of bus indices to R registers. 
The swaps apply to R registers R8 through R31 . The swaps operate on three eight register groups. The R reg- 
isters R8 through R15 are group 1, The R registers R18 through R23 are group 2, and the R registers R25 
40 through R31 are group 3. 

The swaps are specialized for geometric sorts. For the case of triangles, the three vertices are stored in 
the three register groups 1 - 3. The swap operation sorts the y component of vertex to achieve y1 ^ y2 ^ y3. 

To begin the swap operation, three floating point compare micro instructions are consecutively executed, 
followed by a modify control and mode bits micro instruction to load the three previous greater-than results 
45 into swap_rr (0 ^ false, 1 ^ true). When the geGmetry_mode is vector, the (yl > y3) and (y2 > y3) comparisons 
are forced to zero when the swapjr field is loaded as a result of the FALU 208 comparisons. The swapjrr 
field can also be loaded from Immediate dat^t in the modify control and mode bits micro instruction. 

Figure 12b illustrates the vertex compare sort results stored in the swap_jr field of the state bits register 
for ail possible y coordinate orderings. Figur© 12c illustrates the remapping of the group 1 - 3 R registers cor- 
50 responding to the contents of the swapjr field. The re-mapping remains In effect until another modify control 
and mode bits micro instruction zeros the swapjrr field, or until another modify control and mode bits micro 
instruction is executed to load condition bits. While the swapping is in effect, ail references to R registers R8 
through R31 are subject to the register reordering. 

The dip bits register is organized differently for triangles, vectors, and dots. Figure 13a illustrates the 
55 organization of the clip bits register for triangles. Each pair of bits in the clip bits register correspond to in/out 
bits for a particular vertex compared against an opposed pair of clipping planes. For example, in the two bits 
"XPWV and "XMW1 ! \ the first ("plus") bit is one only if the X coordinate of vertex 1 is to the right of the inner 
X dip plane, the second ("minus") bit is one only if the X coordinate is to the left of the inner X left dip plane. 
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The next two bits "XPGW1" and "XMGW1 " are similar except that the tests were against the outer X "guard" 
clip planes. The remainder of the bits are similar. Since guard testing does not appjy to Z coordinates, the Z 
clip test bits have no guard tests. 

Figure 13b illustrates the organization of the dip bits register for vectors. Figure 13c illustrates the or- 
5 ganization of the clip bits register for dots. 

Bits in the clipj>its register are set by execution of the clip_lest micro instruction. Each clip_test micro 
instruction generates either another bit or pair of bits, which are shifted into the clip_bits register. 

Figur© 1 3d illustrates the motion of a shift operation that occurs when the clip_test instruction is executed. 
The new bits coming in on the top right are the results of clip testing, and the arrows show the motion of bits. 
io Figures 14- 14b illustrate the modify state bits micro instruction, which updates selected bits in state m bits 

register of the floating-point processor 40. Separate enable bits are provided for each of the state_biis ad- 
dressed by the modify state bits micro instruction. Bits 1 and 0 select one of four sources for the D bus as 
follows; select source with the DS field, pop the PC stack, clip_bi!s register source, or the state_bits register 
source. 

15 The face_we_got bit of the state bits register is loaded from the fee conditions from the FALU 206. A 0 

indicates front face and a 1 indicates back face. If the fee condition is 1 ([A bus] or [m out] < [C bus]) then 
face__we_goi is set to 1 . Any other fee condition sets face__we__got to 0. 

Figures 15- 15b illustrate the load miscellaneous registers micro instruction, which loads the non register 
file registers from dynamic results, The registers targeted inciude the dipj)its register, the state__bits register, 

2G and the PC (program counter). In addition, outputjen field, the dispatchjmssk, the geornetry_mode, and the 
clip_mode registers may be loaded with the load miscellaneous registers micro instruction. The geomeiry_mo- 
de selects one of the following clipping modes: 1 = dots, 2 = lines, or 3 = triangles. 

Figures 16 - 16b illustrate the modify control and mode bits micro instruction, which updates selected 
bits in the state^bSts register, and causes certain control actions to be initiated. Separate enable bits are pro- 

25 vided for the state_bits addressed by the modify control and mode bits micro instruction. 

When the "dispatch off new I (if not clip_pending) f! bit is set within the modify control and mode bits micro 
instruction, the flow of micro instruction execution does not continue in line, unless the clip__pending bit is true. 
Instead, the following sequence of events occur. If the free__G bit is set, a signal Is sent to the output circuit 
145 indicating that an draw packet is complete in the 0 register file. Thereafter, the output circuit 145 broad- 

30 casts the draw packet to the draw processors 50 - 54. If an I bank of the input circuit 141 is not allocated, the 
needj should be set. The control sequencer stalls until a new input buffer is available. When a new \ bank is 
available, the lower five, seven, or nine bits of I register 10 are taken as the message name of the new input, 
and are formed into an absolute address into the GS 49. The instruction at the absolute address is fetched, 
decoded, and dispatched. Thereafter, normal instruction processing resumes starting with the first instruction 

35 of the appropriate message subroutine. 

If the current reformatted vertex packet does not generate an draw packet, the "null output" bit is set rather 
than the ,E free_0" bit described above. The current reformatted vertex packet may not generate an draw packet 
because all of the geometry was clipped away, or due to back facing, etc. 

In the foregoing specification the invention has been described with reference to specific exemplary em- 

40 bodiments thereof it will, however, be evident that various modifications and changes may be made thereto 
without departing from the broader spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. The 
specification and drawings are accordingly to be regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive. 



45 Claims 

1. A floating-point processor for a graphics accelerator, comprising: 

input circuit having a multiple buffer input register file, the input circuit receiving a reformatted ge- 
ometry packet over a command to floating-point bus and buffering the reformatted geometry packet; 
so output circuit having a multiple buffer output register file, the output circuit buffering an draw packet 

and transferring the draw packet over a command to draw bus; 

register file circuit having a general purpose register file including a first register group, a second 
register group and a third register group; 

control sequencer assembling the draw packet into the output register file by reading a plurality of 
55 specialized graphics micro instructions from a control store and executing the specialized graphics micro 

instructions using a set of function units, the specialized graphics micro instructions comprising a floating- 
point compare micro instruction and a swap micro instruction, the swap micro instruction rearranging a 
register map for the first, second, and third register groups according to a series of resuitf lags correspond- 
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Ing to the floating-point compare micro instruction, such that a set of vertex values stored in the first sec- 
ond, and third register groups are sorted in a predefined order. 

2. The floating-point processor of claim 1, wherein the function units comprise a floating-point multiplier cir- 
cuit, a floating point arithmetic logic unit circuit, a reciprocal circuit, a reciprocal square-root circuit, and 
an integer arithmetic logic unit circuit a reciprocal circuit 

3. The floating-point processor of claim 1, wherein the general purpose register file comprises a predeter- 
mined number of general purpose registers, such that the predetermined number of general purpose reg- 
isters provides data storage for the inner loops of commonly occurring three dimensional graphics proc- 
essing algorithms, 

4. The floating-point processor of claim 1 , wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further com- 
prise a clip test micro instruction, the clip test micro instruction comparing a point to one or two dip planes 
according to a clip-mode bit of a state-bits register, and shifting one or two result bits into a clip bits reg- 
ister, 

5. The floating-point processor of claim 4, wherein the specialized graphics micro Instructions further com- 
prise a plurality of geometry conditional branch instructions, each geometry conditional branch instruc- 
tion determining a branch condition according to the contents of the clip bits register. 

6. The floating-point processor of claim 5, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further com- 
prise a micro instruction for converting a floating-point value to an integer value, a micro instruction for 
converting the integer value to the floating-point value, and a micro instruction for determining an absolute 
value of a data value. 

7. The floating-point processor of claim 8, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further com- 
prise a floating-point reciprocal micro instruction. 

8. The floating-point processor of claim 7 3 wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further com- 
prise a block toad instruction and a block store instruction for performing data block transfers between 
the control store and the general purpose register file. 

9. A method for performing floating-point processing functions for a graphics accelerator, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a reformatted geometry packet over a command to floating-point bus from a command 
preprocessor, and buffering the reformatted geometry packet in a multiple buffer input register file; 

generating an draw packet by reading a plurality of specialized graphics micro instructions from a 
control store and executing the specialized graphics micro instructions using a set of function units and 
a genera! purpose register file having a first register group, a second register group and a third register 
group, the specialized graphics micro instructions comprising a floating-point compare micro instruction 
and a swap micro instruction, the swap micro instruction rearranging a register map for the general pur- 
pose register file according to a series of result flags corresponding to the floating-point compare micro 
instruction, such that a set of vertex values stored in the first, second, and third register groups are sorted 
in a predefined order; 

broadcasting the draw packet over a command to draw bus to a plurality of draw processors. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the function units comprise a floating-point multiplier circuit, a floating 
point arithmetic logic unit circuit, a reciprocal circuit, a reciprocal square-root circuit, and an integer arith- 
metic logic unit circuit, a reciprocal circuit. 

11= The method of claim 9, wherein the general purpose register file comprises a predetermined number of 
general purpose registers, such thatthe predetermined number of general purpose registers provides data 
storage for the inner loops of three dimensional graphics processing algorithms. 

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a clip test 
micro instruction, the dip test micro instruction comparing a point to one or two clip planes according to 
a clip-mode bit of a state-bits register, and shifting one or two result bits into a clip bits register. 



13. The method of claim 12, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions f urther comprise a plurality 
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of geometry conditional branch instructions, each geometry conditional branch instruction determining 
a branch condition according to the contents of the clip bits register. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a micro in- 
struction for converting a floating-point value to an integer value, a micro instruction for converting the 
integer value to the floating-point value, and a micro instruction for determining an absolute value of a 
data value. 

15„ The method of claim 14, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a floating- 
point reciprocal micro Instruction, 

18, The method of claim 15, wherein the specialized graphics micro instructions further comprise a block load 
instruction and a block store instruction for performing data block transfers between the control store and 
the general purpose register file, 
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